MARCH 2021
Next meeting will be March 1st, at 7pm at the EOC at 200 N Delaware St, Anderson.
*Reminder: Please continue to practice safe social distance and face coverings.
Greetings to the March edition of the Madison County Amateur Radio Club newsletter, I hope that everyone
is ready for some warmer weather! My school schedule has been filled with 2 hour delays, full days off,
plowing snow, and taking other family members to work. Let's all hope for some more seasonal
temperatures! I guess the big news is that we can start having meetings again at the EOC.  Now, we do
have to wear masks.  That comes from the powers that be. Maybe, some day, we won't need them, but,
for the time being, we do. So, the March 1st meeting will be at the EOC. Also, on March 2nd, the
Anderson Repeater Club will meet there also. It will be good to see all that can come to either meeting. We
have several things to plan for in the coming months!
I'm glad that we have gotten 2 more Net control people for the clubs' Wednesday evenings. Many thanks to
Gary, W9GNR, and Rick, W9CGA. They're doing a great job. And, it's good practice for the occasion that
there needs to be multiples of net controls at different places or times. If anyone else is interested, please
get in touch with Lew, K9LBB. He is the one responsible for having control operators for the Wednesday
evening nets.
Saturday morning, the place to be is the Anderson Grill, at 9 am. Good food and coffee, from what I've
heard.
I would like to start up trying to go setup somewhere in a few months again, like we started doing last fall. If
anyone has someplace they would like to try, plan to bring it up at the meeting. Every time we go setup, we
learn something that does work, and something that doesn't. In that way, we can improve and get better.
You never know when or where we may have to set up, or, what bands, or frequencies that we may have to
use!

I know that we will likely not run right out after the next meeting, but, the Indiana QSO party is coming up in
May, and other events might present themselves. This year, I'm hoping that the different Festivals start up. I
always had fun going to them, and representing the club, and EMA!
Don't forget to sign up for the Storm Spotter training this year. There will be 3 sessions at the EOC,
Saturday, March 6th at 10 am-11:30,
Monday, March 8th, at 6:30-8 pm, and Monday, March 22, 6:30-8 pm., as well as signing up online directly,
from the link sent out from Jeff, K9DYR. Get in touch with Jeff for further details.
I'd better wrap this up and send it to Kyle, K9LJA, our Newsletter Editor, who's been doing a great job. "73"
to all.
Mike, KC9DJU
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MCARC – Minutes of Regular Meeting
February 1, 2021
Location: W9VCF repeater 145.390Mhz
7:00 Mike-KC9DJU called the meeting to order
Check-ins taken: Online meeting held due to EOC restrictions for visitors. Mike handled the meeting per
agenda in a formal Net format.
Minutes: Minutes for the January 4th meeting were accepted per no objections.
Correspondence: Jeff-K9DYR reports no correspondence.
Treasurer’s Report:
Beginning

Balance as of 1/1/21 $1,787.25
Dues income
$ 80.00
SK Plate
<$
5.50>
ARRL Equip Insurance
<$ 41.30>
========
Ending balance 1/31/21
$1,820.45
Motion to accept per Gary-W9GNR / Dave KB9NTG – passed with no objections.

Officers’ Reports
VP, Lew-K9LBB: Good to be back after medical procedures. Lew is doing well. Thanks extended to the
Net Controllers who are doing a good job. Anyone interested in taking a turn at Net Control, please
contact Lew.
Awards, Gary-W9GNR:  Points are being accumulated and so far; KC9DJU = 24, W9CGA=22,
KB9NTG=19, KD9NAU=18, and N9DR=17.
ARES, Gary-W9GNR: Gary also reported the January ARES volunteer hours total 178.
Trustee, Alan-NA9LA: No report.
Newsletter, Kyle-KD9LJA: Kyle no report.
Tech Committee, Doug-N9DR: Jumper coax on repeater still needs to be repaired, but repeater is
working with the temporary setup. Since the last repeater issue was not with the repeater itself, we
are currently not looking for an upgrade/replacement at this time.

Activities, Franklin-W9FND: Franklin not present. Mike-KC9DJU participated in WFD and made some
good contacts. Doug-N9DR participated in the DXWW 160m contest and made 135 contacts – Kudos to
Doug! Dave-KB9NTG mentioned that Dayton Hamvention has been cancelled for 2021.
Other news: Dave-KB9NTG explained he missed Saturday breakfast at Anderson Grill due to a heart problem
Friday night. He reports that he is doing better now.
New Business: Discussion about the repeater. FYI: Repeater is older as it was built in the ‘90’s. Parts are still
available and we have a relatively local repair source. Any repeater the club could afford would not do
anything that this one does not do. We could put a different controller on the current one.
Steve-WA9CWE points out that there is a 6m net on Sunday nights at 2000 (same as our net). It’s on
50.140MHz.
Dale-KV9W pointed out that the National Weather Service (NWS) is offering Storm Spotter Training virtually
this year. All should have received the email with links to registration. Additionally, we are planning on having
some sessions held at the EOC. More details on this will be coming and we will need to follow EOC use
guidelines at that time.
Adjourn: With no objections, Mike-KC9DJU adjourned the meeting at 1935.

Submitted by Jeff Dyer-K9DYR

_______________________________________________________________________________________

The following article was submitted by Gary, W9GNR. If you would like to submit an
article to share with the group, or write your own article, members are encouraged to
share your thoughts. Email your article to w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com

The KØNR Radio Site

HOW TO WORK A VHF CONTEST
A Basic Introduction to VHF Contesting with a Colorado Emphasis
Bob Witte, KØNR
25 October 2015
This is a brief introduction into how to operate during a VHF contest. The main contests, roughly in order of
popularity, are the ARRL June VHF Contest, the ARRL January VHF Contest, the ARRL September VHF Contest
and the CQ Worldwide VHF Contest in July.
I prefer to think of these “contests’ as “activity weekends” because the word “contest” often makes people
think of the fast-paced, chaotic, band-crushing experience of HF contests. VHF contests usually have a much
different feel. The problem with the VHF bands is that they are often underutilized. You put out a call on
simplex and nobody is there. Dead silence. But on VHF contest weekend, you are sure someone is going to be
on the air, so the event tends to increase the activity, bringing people out of the woodwork. A VHF contest is
more like a friendly reunion of local VHF enthusiasts.
(Sometimes a VHF contest can get pretty intense, especially if there is a significant band opening on 6 Meters.
Then things start to sound like the HF bands with signals coming in from across the country.)

Frequencies
Frequencies above 50 MHz (6m and higher) are used during the contest. Most of the operation will be on 6
meters, 2 meters and less on higher bands. Most of the operation will be on the SSB portion of the band, so if you
have an all mode VHF rig, you’ll want to use it. Perhaps you have one of those HF rigs that also does VHF, such
as the ICOM IC 706 or the Yaesu FT-100D. This weekend will be a great time to try it out.
The standard SSB calling frequencies are:
50.125 MHz

144.200 MHz
432.100 MHz
Most SSB operation on VHF is done using horizontal antenna polarization. A yagi or dipole antenna with
radiating elements parallel to the ground produces a horizontally-polarized signal. A vertical whip antenna,
commonly used for FM, produces a vertically-polarized signal. Working a station with opposite antenna polarity
causes a substantial signal loss, so it is best to maintain the same polarity. For serious SSB operators, this means
horizontal polarization. Kent Britain WA5VJB designed a series of homebrew yagi antennas, that are cheap and
easy to construct. See Cheap Yagi Antennas
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CW (Morse Code) is used on the weak-signal VHF bands, often intermingled with SSB operation. It is fairly
common to have a station switch from SSB to CW when signals are very weak, since CW will get through at
lower signal levels. You don’t need to be able to work CW to enjoy a VHF contest but it does have advantages.
If you only have FM gear, you will be at a disadvantage but you may still be able to work a bunch of stations.
Starting in 2016 the ARRL contests allow the use of the 2m FM calling frequency, 146.52 MHz. Don’t
monopolize this frequency. If it gets busy, move off to any of the other standard simplex frequencies. Never use
a repeater for con test contacts.
The FM calling frequencies for the other bands are:
52.525 MHz
446.000 MHz

Operating Categories
The VHF contests have quite a few operating categories to choose from, depending on the number of operators
at a particular station, the power level and other factors.
Feel free to read the rules to understand what is available, but for beginners these are the most relevant
categories for the ARRL contests (CQ VHF is a little different):
Single Operator Low Power – this is the “standard” single operator category, without running a big amplifier. Power
limits are 200 W PEP on 50/144 MHz; 100 W PEP on 222/432 MHz; 50 W PEP on 902 MHz and higher. Single
Operator 3 Band – this is a new category starting in January 2013. Use 6m, 2m & 432 MHz only; 100 W or less on
6m/2m, 50 W or less on 432 MHz
Single Operator Portable – this is the QRP category, 10 W PEP or less, portable power source, portable antennas,
cannot be set up at a permanent station location
Single Operator FM Only – this is a new category starting in January 2013. Use FM only on the bands 6m through
446 MHz, 100 W or less on all bands.

You might also try being a rover, which means operating from more than one grid during the contest. If you
operate in a Rover category, you need to say the word “Rover” after your callsign so that other operators
know that you will be operating from multiple grids:

Rover – this is the “standard” rover category, 1 or 2 operators, use all bands above 50 MHz, 1500 W PEP Limited
Rover – operator category, 1 or 2 operators, 6m – 432 MHz only; 200 W PEP or less on 6m/2m, 100 W PEP or
less on 222/432 MHz

As a beginner, you can probably just choose your category based on the equipment you have. Or, if you want
to go mountain topping, consider operating as Single Op Portable. If you want to operate mobile from a
number of grids, then choose one of the rover categories.

Making A Contact
OK, so you get on the right frequency and the right mode. Now what? You need to make a contact. An official
contact requires that the two operators exchange callsigns and grid locators. VHF grids are a system that
divides the world up into rectangles that are 1 degree of latitude by 2 degrees of longitude. You can work each
station once per band for contest credit (except for rovers, who get to work everyone again in a new grid).
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For a map of Colorado with Grid Squares shown, see
http://www.k0nr.com/rwitte/vhf_grids.html
All of Colorado Springs and Pueblo are in grid DM78.
All of greater Denver and Castle Rock are in DM79.
Longmont, Loveland and Fort Collins are in DN70.
If you are close to the edge of a grid, you will need a good map or a GPS receiver to gure out your grid.
More information on VHF operating can be found at the Rocky Mountain VHF Plus website:
www.rmvhf.org Plug it in, turn it on and work someone on VHF this weekend.
73, Bob K0NR

-FOR SALEITEM

ASKING PRICE

SELLER

CONTACT

Alinco DR150 2 Meter Mobile
(~50W)
Mounted on an Astron RS-12A
Power Supply (12Amp)
-This set up was used for net control
for run the mounds this year-

$100

Steve Riley, WA9CWE

765.425.4627

LOOKING TO BUY
I am looking for a
25-40' telescoping
mast to hang a G5RV
from at my new camp
site.
Drake T-4XB Transmitter / R-4B
Receiver / AC-4 P. Supply
All in working order. Tune-up and
alignment from WB4HFN Services.
AC-4 P. Supply was updated.
Manuals and all cables included.

Bryan Frank, W9BLF

$800

765.425.1633

Dave Hood, WA9IVB

HAVE AN HAM RELATED ITEM FOR SALE? ADVERTISE HERE!! E-MAIL w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com with
your Item, asking price and preferred contact info!!

EVENTS
Every Wednesday

MCARC 2M Net 8:00 PM - 145.390 pl 151.4 Followed by an informal ragchew on 28.465

Every Thursday

Donut Meeting 09:00 AM at the EOC

Every Saturday

Breakfast at Anderson Grill 09:00 AM at 2038 S Scatterfield Rd, Anderson

March 1st
March 2nd
March 16th

MCARC meeting at the EOC @ 7pm.
Anderson Repeater club meeting at the EOC @ 7pm.
VE testing at the EOC @ 7pm

NEXT MONTH
April 5th
April 6th

MCARC Meeting @ 7pm at the EOC
EMA Comm Div Meeting @ 7pm at the EOC

CONTESTS
March 6th-7th

International DX - Phone

April 18

Rookie Roundup - Phone

Have something to contribute to the newsletter?
●
●
●
●

Participated in any recent contest?
Have an interesting QSO?
Try an experimental antenna?
Get a new piece of equipment you’d like to offer a review about?

We’d love to hear about it. You are more than welcome to write a piece about something
above or something else you feel worthy of sharing. If you would like to write a piece for
the newsletter, please submit your article, along with any pictures that you’d like included
to the club email, w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com.
Also, if you have anything for sale that you would like to advertise in the club
newsletter, please send it to the above email.
Thank you, Kyle, KD9LJA
Madison County Amateur Radio Club
Contact Information
www.w9vcf.org

Madison County Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 3044
Anderson, Indiana 46018

w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/w9vcf
@w9vcf
(765) 400-0426 -- 765-4000-HAM
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KC9DJU

cook3909@sbcglobal.net
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K9DYR

k9dyr@arrl.net

Activities

Franklin Dudley

W9FND

franklindudley91@gmail.com

Trustee
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NA9LA

kc9jwo@outlook.com

Technical Committee Chair

Doug Rose

N9DR

n9dr@arrl.net

Newsletter Editor

Kyle James
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kjjims@gmail.com

Meetings are at the Madison County EOC
200 N Delaware Street
Anderson, IN 46016

