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The Next meeting will be at 7 PM on Monday , Feb, 5 2018 at the EOC at 200 N. Delaware Street, Anderson 
______________________ 

 
President’s Message 

 
Welcome to the February edition of the Madison County Amateur Radio Club newsletter.  With all of the cold weather, I hope 
everyone is doing well.  I'm finally getting over my cold, and, my voice is almost back to normal.  South Madison Schools has had 
several days of 2 hour delays, and 1 snow day, due to the snow and cold.  It takes awhile to warm those buses up, and keep them 
warm!  We are starting the year out a little different this year.  On January 27th, the club will be participating in Winter Field Day. 
I've never tried it before, but, we will bring out the van and generator, setup in the parking lot, run up an antenna for a few hours, 
and give the van a "shake down" and see how things work out.  I believe it starts around noon,  So, come out and help see what 
we need to do to the van and see how we can improve it!  I think we will only be there for 5-6 hours, or so. 
 
We've been having a lot of good nets on Wednesday nights, at 8 pm.  Drop in and say HI to others, then, if you want, there is the 
informal "ragchew" on 28;465 mhz.  That's in the tech portion of the band, so everyone can join in. 
 
We had a good meeting on New Years Day.  There were several there, and the club got several things accomplished.  The next 
meeting is scheduled for February 5th. At 7 pm.  come support your club.  And, every Thursday morning, at 9 am, is the donut 
gathering.  There's a lot of good conversation, and some of it is even about radios, towers, coax, and so on.  Plus, Terry, N4TZ 
does an excellent job of getting good donuts. 
 
Saturdays are always fun with eating breakfast at Eva's at 9 am.  Good coffee, and, good food!  
 
So, come out, and support "your" club.  It will be as good as you make it.  We have lots  of very knowledgeable Hams here, and, 
there are no dumb questions.  Ask, and learn!  I'd better get this sent to our newsletter editor, Mike, KD9CDO, so he can send it 
out to everyone.  "73" 

  
 "73"  Mike, KC9DJU 
 

Events 
Every Wednesday  MCARC 2M Net 8:00 PM - 145.390 pl 151.4 Followed by an informal ragchew on 28.465 

Every Thursday  Donut Meeting 09:00 AM at the EOC 

Every Saturday  Breakfast at Eva’s 09:00 AM at 832 Broadway St, Anderson 

Feb 12-16 School Club Roundup (Winter/Spring Term) 

Feb 17-18 DX Contest - CW 

Feb 27-25 North American QSO Party (RTTY) 
March 3-4 DX Contest - SSB 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Club Points 

Top 5 point holders as of 17 January 2018 
K9LBB---21, N9DR----17, K9DYR--17, KV9W---14, KD9CDO--13 

 
 
 
 

MCARC – Minutes of Regular Meeting 
Monday, December 4, 2017 

Location:  EOC, 200 N. Delaware St., Anderson, IN 
 
7:00 Mike-KC9DJU called the meeting to order.  
 
Show and Tell:  Mike-KC9DJU, Mike-KD9CDO, and Dale-KV9W told about their work installing countertops in the communications 
van. After the meeting, all are welcome to see the work first hand. 
 
Visitor:  Dave Sumner-K9FYI came in for a visit. Dave has been a ham for a long time, but been away from the hobby for awhile. 
Dave is a CW-guy. Dave was welcomed and encouraged to be part of the group. 
 
Minutes: Motion to accept minutes of the November 2, 2017 meeting by Tim-KC9GBL/Dave-KB9NTG - passed.  
 
Secretary Report: No correspondence  
 
Treasurer, Jeff-K9DYR: 

            Beginning balance                   $2,451.11 
 

Income from interest            $      .79 
Income from Hardline sale $780.00 
Income from Antenna sale $   2.00 
Income from dues $200.00 

 
            Ending balance                         $3,435.90 

 
Motion to accept by Dennis-N9OWN/Tim-KC0GBL – Passed 
 

Officer Reports:  
Trustee, Alan-KC9JWO:  No report. 
V-President, Mike-K9MI:  No report. 
Awards, Mike-KC9DJU:  Mike will be tracking the points for this coming year. 
Newsletter, Mike-KD9CDO: Nothing new. 
Tech Committee, Doug-N9DR: Nothing new. 
 
 
Activities, Dale-KV9W:  Dale prepared a document containing suggested upcoming events for the year and encouraged members 
to make additional suggestions as well as express the level of interest in the activities listed. Summary of the document: 

1/27-28 Winter Field Day 
2/24-25 North American QSO Party (RTTY) 
3/3-4 ARRL International DX Contest (SSB) 
3/24-25 WW WPX Contest (SSB) 
4/21-22 Michigan QSO Party 
5/5-6 Indiana QSO Party 
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5/5-6 Delaware QSO Party 
5/5-6 New England QSO Party 

 
Sick report:  Dave-KB9NTG reports that his son is back cleared to go to work with restrictions. Rick-N9XQX is back, 
Dick-WA9STB has checked into the net, and Kevin-KB9NTH has been encouraged to make it to a meeting. 
 
Old Business: Van committee: See show & tell. 
 
Slate of officers for 2018: 

President: Mike Cook – KC9DJU 
V-President: Lew Baker – K9LBB 
Sec/Treasurer Jeff Dyer – K9DYR 
Trustee Allen Webber – KC9JWO 
Activities Dale Bales – KV9W 
Newsletter Mike  Hoggett – KD9CDO 
Tech chair Doug Rose – N9DR 
     Tech Cmte Dennis Owen – N9OWN 
     Tech Cmte Terry Zivney – N4TZ 

 
Motion to accept slate as presented by Dave-KB9NTG/Rick-N9XQX - passed 
 
Motion to adjourn – Dennis-N9OWN/Terry-N4TZ - Passed 
 
NEXT MEETING:  January 1, 2018 at the EOC, 200 North Delaware St, Anderson, IN @ 7:00. 
 
Respectfully Jeff-K9DYR 

  

What the heck is the ARRL Board thinking? 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 
About a month ago, I received an email from the ARRL. Attached were minutes of a Special Board Meeting of the ARRL 
Board of Directors 
(http://www.kb6nu.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Minutes-of-Special-Board-Meeting-ARRL-Board-of-Directors-1.pdf) 
held by teleconference on Tuesday, November 14, 2017. At first, I didn’t think much of it, but after reading the minutes, I 
thought to myself, “What heck are these guys thinking?”  
What the minutes document is the censure of Dick Norton, N6AA, for “criticizing publicly the collective action of the Board 
of Directors adopting said Code of Conduct[sic] and drawing the Board’s collective decision making into disrepute.” I won't 
quote the whole thing here, but you can find the text on my website at http://www.kb6nu.com/heck-arrl-board-thinking/. 
So, what is this ARRL Code of Conduct? It’s official name is the ARRL Policy on Board Governance and Conduct of 
Members of the Board of Directors and Vice Directors, and the board adopted this code at the January 20-21, 2017 board 
meeting. You can find this code on the ARRL website at http://www.arrl.org/files/file/ODV/ARRL Code of Conduct.pdf. 
To be fair, this document does include some good things, such as acting responsibly when it comes to ARRL financial 
matters and treating ARRL staff with respect. What seems to be questionable, and the reason for N6AA’s censure, 
however, is Section 8 Support of Board Decisions. I won't quote the entire section here, but basically what it says an 
ARRL board member must accept and publicly support board decisions, even if they voted it against it. If they express any 
dissenting opinion about a board decision, they can be censured, as N6AA was in this case. 
In effect, this is a gag order on a director if he disagrees with a Board decision. Not only that, this section seems to say 
that once someone gets elected to the Board, his allegiance to the Board is more important than the views of the amateur 
radio operators he represents. 
One of my Twitter followers put it this way, “Where else can those ostensibly in a position of representation of the 
organization’s members be punished for publicly criticizing the organization’s rules? US Congress? Parliament of the UK? 
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No, and no. @arrl board is looking more like North Korea than a representative body.” Seriously, can you imagine if the 
U.S. Congress had such a policy in place? 
What did Norton actually do? 
I emailed Norton to find out what he said exactly to bring on this censure. Understandably, he was a little hesitant to speak 
to me directly. I then asked if I could see the supporting statements. 
I then received two emails. The first was from Mark Weiss, K6FG. His email contained the text of an email he sent to the 
ARRL Board of Directors. A second contained an email sent to the board by Tim Duffy, K3LR, the owner of DX 
Engineering. Both emails supported N6AA, noting that he stated that he supported the board action and that any 
opposition came from the audience and not from Norton. 
So, I go back to my original question. What the heck is the ARRL Board thinking, first in passing this draconian ARRL 
Policy on Board Governance and Conduct of Members of the Board of Directors and Vice Directors, and second in using 
it to censure a director, who, according to several accounts, didn’t commit the infraction in the first place? Are they so 
insecure in their decision-making that they have to resort to gag orders like this? Don’t they see that taking actions like 
this brings them more “disrepute” than an honest dissenting opinion? 
If this situation angers you as much as it does me, I encourage you to contact your director and make your feelings 
known. One of my blog readers suggests that your message be “short, non-aggressive, and to the point.” He suggested 
the following: 

 
Dear [your director’s name here] 
I am unhappy with both the ARRL Policy on Board Governance and Conduct of Member of the Board of Directors and 
Vice Directors (aka the “Code of Conduct”) and the N6AA censure. 
I want to freely discuss issues with our directors. I want our directors to tell me where they stand, not where the board 
stands. 
I want the directors to be free to express their opinions and to know how they voted. 
I want directors to not fear censure. 
Therefore, I urge the following immediate actions: 
Modify the Code of Conduct to allow the above.  
Revoke the N6AA censure.  
73, 
[Your name and callsign go here.] 

 
I hate to say this, but this is only the beginning. Some ARRL directors are planning to propose changes to the League's 
Articles of Association and By-Laws at the board meeting in January 2018. These changes will make the ARRL even less 
democratic and more authoritarian. 
As reported by CQ magazine (http://cqnewsroom.blogspot.com/2017/12/changes-proposed-to-arrl-governing.html), if 
these changes are enacted “the board of directors will be able to revoke League membership 'for cause' and to remove 
board members by revoking their League membership; lesser disciplinary actions against board members, such as 
censure, will be allowed without the member receiving advance notice or an opportunity to respond to allegations.” 
Another change will grant voting privileges to the president and three vice-presidents, even though these are appointed 
positions. 
Again, I ask, what the heck is the ARRL board thinking? Do they really think that this is going to make the ARRL a 
stronger organization and a better advocate for amateur radio? If so, I'd like to hear their reasoning. ARRL membership 
has been declining for many years (as a percentage of licensed radio amateurs), and these moves are only going to 
accelerate that decline. I have already heard from many hams that they plan to let their ARRL membership lapse. 
Please consider contacting your director today. It may already be too late to save the ARRL. 
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Dan, KB6NU, is the author of the “No Nonsense” amateur radio license study guides and blogs about amateur radio at 
KB6NU.Com. When he's not working FT-8, he teaches ham radio classes and operates CW on the HF bands. You can 
email him at cwgeek@kb6nu.com.  

For Sale List  
     40 ft. Tower with Tri Band Beam (all items already down (ground level)) - Steve Arvin 317-847-6448 

 
For more information contact/text Terry Zivney (N4TZ) N4TZ@arrl.net 1-765-520-1766, or Mike Hoggatt 

(KD9CDO) hoggattm@hotmail.com 765-621-7319.   
 
Note Bob Cox (N9BMW) has decided to stay in the hobby, he has withdrawn his For Sale Items.   

  

 

The K7RA Solar Update 

Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: Over the past 2 weeks, the average planetary A index increased from 6.7 to 11.6, 
while the average mid-latitude A index rose from 5 to 8.1. 

Predicted solar flux is 68 on December 7-10; 70 on December 11-14; 75 on 
December 15-16; 74 on December 17; 73 on December 18-20; 74 on December 21-22; 76, 74, 72, 73, and 72 on 
December 23-27; 70 on December 28-January 8; 72 on January 9; 75 on January 10-12; 74 on January 13; 73 on 
January 14-16, and 74, 74, 76, and 74 on January 17-20. 

Predicted planetary A index is 12 and 8 on December 7-8; 5 on December 9-10; 12 on December 11-12; 8 on 
December 13; 5 on December 14-16; 8, 25, and 10 on December 17-19; 8 on December 20-21; 5 on December 
22-26; 10 and 8 on December 27-28; 5 on December 29-30; 32, 48, 18, 12, and 8 on December 31-January 4; 5 on 
January 5-6; 12, 15, 12, and 8 on January 7-10; 5 on January 11-12; 8, 25, and 10 on January 13-15; 8 on January 
16-17, and 5 on January 18-20. 

A new sunspot group (AR2690) emerged on December 6, after a period of no sunspots, but Spaceweather.com 
reports that, early on December 7, it was already fading. 

This weekend is the ARRL 10-Meter Contest. There is a good chance for sporadic-E propagation. 
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Tamitha Skov released "A Mini-Storm Launch & a Fast Wind Chaser: Solar Storm Forecast 11-29-2017" last week. 

From ARRL Indiana Newsletter dated 12/7/2017 

 
 
  

  

Madison County Amateur Radio Club 

Contact Information 

 

Madison County Amateur Radio Club 

P.O. Box 3044 

Anderson, Indiana  46018 

 www.w9vcf.org 

 w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com 

 www.facebook.com/w9vcf 

 @w9vcf 

 (765) 400-0426 -- 765-4000-HAM 

 

Officer Contact Information 

President Mike Cook KC9DJU cook3909@sbcglobal.net 

Vice President  Lew-Carol Baker K9LBB lbj6668@yahoo.com 

Secretary/Treasurer  Jeff Dyer K9DYR k9dyr@arrl.net 

Activities Dale Bales KV9W dibales@anderson.edu 

Trustee Alan Weber KC9JWO kc9jwo@outlook.com 

Technical  Committee  Chair Doug Rose N9DR n9dr@arrl.net 

Newsletter Editor Mike Hoggatt KD9CDO hoggattm@gmail.com 

 

 

Meetings are at the Madison County EOC 

200 Delaware Street 

Anderson, IN  46016 
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