
Hi, and welcome to the September edition
of the Madison County Amateur Radio
Club newsletter. I would like to thank
those who came to the Club Tailgate at
the Military Museum Sat. Aug. 15th. We
had 3 members set up and sell. We did
have several come look, visit, and
purchase. Bob, WD9GWM, brought the
Kenwood he has been advertising in the
for-sale listings. Steve, WA9CWE, and
Gene, KB9WI also were there to sell their
wares. Thanks to all who came and
supported your club. And a big thanks
to John, KC9PDG, for hosting the event.

The club's next event will be September
12th, at Mounds State park. Its time for
INPOTA, or, Indiana Parks on the Air. We
will probably be setting up around 9:30,
or so. The contest starts at 12 noon, and
we will probably finish up around 6:00
or so. We will be using the tower trailer,
so, we'll need help setting up. I believe
George, AC8GT, is planning to bring his
grill this year, so, bring your appetite. We
always have fun there. Ohio State Parks
will also be doing their Parks on the Air,
so we can try and work them too.

The club is planning on going to Frankton
Heritage Days, Sept. 19. We are going to
try and set up with Madison County EMA,
out in the field this year. Where we have
set up for several years is a nice area, but,
we've had very little visibility. Check in

on the net and at the meeting for more
information.

We had a good meeting in August. Thanks
to all who came and enjoyed the meeting.
We had a lot to discuss.

Remember, check in to the Club's net,
Wednesday night at 8 pm, and if anyone
is willing, there is the informal rag chew
after the net is over at 28.465. That is
within the Technician's band, so, it is open
to any and all license classes. Then, ifyou
are interested, the club meets at Eva's on
Broadway in Anderson at 9 am. It is a fun
gathering to discuss almost anything
pertaining to amateur radio, and
sometimes, more than that!

I guess I'd better sign off for now.
Remember, as always, get your rig on, and
try a new band or mode and see how you
like it. There are alot of different modes,
as well as the original mode, CW.

Until next time, "73".

Mike, KC9DJU
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7:00 Mike-KC9DJU called the meeting to order.

Program: George-AC8GT demonstrated the fun he is having using JT65. This is a digital mode. The setup was

as interesting as the mode itself. George uses his HF rig connected to a computer running JT65 software at home

in his shack. From his cell phone, he remotes into his computer. We watched his screen on one of the monitors

at the EOC, via Chrome Cast. While we watched, George made a QSO with a station in France. Later he worked a

station in England. All of this was done with 20W.

Minutes: Motion to accept with no changes by George-AC8GT / Alan-KC9JWO - passed.

Treasurer report by Jeff, K9DYR:

Starting funds $2,935.93

Deposit $ 110.30

Funds available $3,046.23

Motion to accept Treasurer report by Dick-WA9STB / Gene-KB9WI - passed.

Jeff-K9DYR asked for authorization to pay Postmaster $66.00 for 1-Year P.O. Box rent (3044) . Gene-KB9WI /

Mike-W9MPS – motion passed.

Officer Reports:

VP, John-KC9PDG: (not present) Mike-KC9DJU reported net check-ins range from 13-16 each week.

Trustee, Mike-K9MI: Mke reports that everthing is running well and he has not had to put the fan on our

repeater so far this summer.

Newsletter Editor, George-AC8GT: George hopes that everyone enjoys the newsletter as well as the

additional material that he distributes.

Please address any suggestions and for sale items to George (w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com) .

Tech Committee, Doug-N9DR: Doug has some ideas for configuring our antennas at the EOC:

1) Replace the vertical on the roof with the Hex Beam and a rotor.

2) Use the mast currently supporting the Hex Beam as a support for dipoles.

3) The tower trailer needs work on wiring as reported by Mike-KC9DJU. Also, the two tower sections do

not match well and the issue needs to be corrected.

Activities, Dale-KV9W: As always, Dale has something for everyone:

8/15 Tailgate at the Military museum. Door opens at 9:00.

9/12 INPOTA (Parks on the Air) Mounds Park at about noon – 6:00

9/18-20 Frankton Heritage Days

10/16-18 JOTA (BSA Jamboree On The Air) Bob-KC9GTO will contact a troop in Elwood



Old business:

The design for the new (newest) EOC was explained by Mike-KC9DJU with additional comments by Tom-KA9SYP

and Steve-WA9CWE.

Mike-KC9DJU reports that the floor of the van is in and ready for vinyl covering. The van is now back at the

Military Museum.

Tom-KA9SYP says we need to get the antennas off the barn floor at Lynwood before they get damaged. Also,

power will be cut off there tomorrow (8/4) .

1) Motion to grant Jerry Johnson a Honorary Lifetime Membership in MCARC for his service to the Club. Dale-KV9W / Jeff-

K9DYR – passed George-AC8GT will work on a certificate to give to Jerry.

2) Mike-KC9DJU appointed a committee to recommend updates to the Club Bylaws. The committee will consist

of officers and additional volunteers as listed here: Mike-KC9DJU, John-KC9PDG, Mike-K9MI, Jeff-K9DYR,

George-AC8GT, Doug-N9DR, Dale-KV9W, Dave-KB9NTC, and Dick-WA9STB. (Steve-WA9CWE suggested that the

committee consider a Live Member status for members going to nursing homes.)

3) A motion was made to split the cost with the Anderson Repeater Club of mailing promotional material to existing

Amateur license holders in Madison County. The purpose is to get hams involved in clubs and radio activities in the county.

Each organization (ARC, MCARC, EMA, Chief Anderson) will contribute their information. Steve-WA9CWE will coordinate

the effort. George-AC8GT will work on our input. Jeff-K9DYR / Dave-KB9NTC – passed.

4) EMA is sponsoring a Cadet Program for youth ages 14-17. They are encouraged to get an Amateur License as

part of the program. A motion was made to support licensing with books or educational material in an amount

not to exceed $150. Motion: Jeff-K9DYR / Mike-W9MPS – passed.

5) A motion was made to grant new licensees a 1-year free membership to MCARC. This will encourage and support a new

Ham. Steve-WA9CWE / Dave-KB9NTC – passed.

6) Dave-KB9NTC suggested posing a “question of the day” during the NET each week. This will provide talking

points and add fun to our nets. i.e. – How many HT radios do you own? Tom-KA9SYP and Dave-KB9NTC offered

to make suggestions for the questions.

9:00 Adjourned. George-AC8GT / Alan-KC9JWO - passed

NEXT MEETING: September 7, 2015 at the EOC on Mounds Road, Anderson

Respectfully submitted, Jeff-K9DYR

Bob, WD9GWM Steve, WA9CWE and John, KC9PDG

Some more pictures from the Tailgate!



By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

I'm a nut for antenna analyzers. I think that they are one of the most useful things a ham can own.

I’ve often wondered why there aren’t more DIY antenna analyzer projects, though. Perhaps it’s because
designing measurement circuits isn’t easy. An antenna analyzer has to have a signal source as well. Even so, an
antenna analyzer doesn't need a whole lot of accuracy to be useful, so you would think that more
builders/hackers would tackle a project like this.

I do know of one antenna analyzer kit on the market. The VK5JST Antenna Analyser Kit
(http://www.ahars.com.au/about/kits/) costs about $110 USD. I actually purchased this kit a year or so ago, and
it looks like a great unit. The unit seems well-designed, and it comes with a plastic case, unlike many projects
theses days, but I haven’t yet gotten around to building it.

I've also recently found out about an Arduino-based antenna analyzer
project (http://hackaday.com/2015/08/06/40-antenna-analyzer-with-
arduino-and-ad9850/) . It uses an AD9850 module as the signal source.
The approximate cost for all the parts is about $40, and you can
experiment with the code, if you like. If you have the time and inclination,
this project might be worth taking a hack at.

Another antenna analyzer project from Australia is the VK3YY antenna analyzer (or "analyser" as they spell it
there) . It uses an Arduino Nano. The interesting thing about the blog post in which VK3YY describes the project
(https://vk3yy.wordpress.com/2014/09/29/antenna-analyser-project/) is that you can follow his design and
experimentation process.

Yet another analyzer

While I’m talking about antenna analzyers, let me mention another one that I’ve just found out about: the
IW2NDH Antenna Analyzer (http://www.iw2ndh.com/) . This antenna analyzer isn't a kit, but at $175 seems to
be a good deal. This unit has a frequency coverage of 2 – 160 MHz, and can be used as an antenna analyzer, signal
generator, and a scalar network analyzer.

Apparently, this started out as an Arduino project. As Maximo, EA1DDO, pointed out on the radioartisan Yahoo
Group, there is source code for this project on GitHub (https://gist.github.com/jackdev23/7876502) , and a
schematic is available on the Union de Radioaficionados Espanoles (URE) website
(http://www.ure.es/media/kunena/attachments/2420/Schematic.jpg) .

==========================

When not writing about antenna analyzers, Dan, KB6NU, actually builds an antenna now and then. You can often
find him on the HF bands (mostly 40m and 30m), working CW. His #1-rated amateur radio blog can be found at
KB6NU.Com, and you can e-mail questions, comments, or complaints to cwgeek@kb6nu.com.





Updated 8/24/2015

Kenwood HF TS-570D 160 to 10 Meters with $600.00
MC 60 desk microphone and a
Pyramid Gold Series model NO. PS-21K power supply

Can sell this power supply separately for $50.00.

Astron RS 12A power supply $45.00

A 2 meter base Comet Antenna for $15.00

Bob Hayworth WD9GWM - wd.9gwm@comcast.net or call 765-524-5864

To list something for sale please send your listing to w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com

Icom IC-7100
HF/VHF/UHF $925.00
With Programming Disk and Cables

Gene Smith - KB9WI
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