
Welcome to the August edition of the
Madison County Amature Radio Club.
I hope this issue finds all in good
health and safe. We've had several
members having trouble with
lightning. Remember, try and stay off
of your equipment when lightening is
around, and try and remember to
disconnect your equipment when
you're not using it. It may not stop
lightning from striking your shack, but,
if you have everything grounded and
best as you can, it may help. The big
tower on the south side of Anderson
has been hit several times before, and
usually, they suffer minimal damage, as
long as their grounds are all
connected. I've had power surges
come through my ground side here at
my house, so just be careful and stay
safe.

The club had a nice Field Day this year.
I would like to thank George for
bringing his grill, and doing the
cooking. We were able to stay on the
air the whole time. The club's new Hex
beam has been mounted to the back of
the EOC. It was tested somewhat, but,
we didn't find the spare rotator to
mount it on yet. Thanks to all who
helped push it up. And a big Thanks to
all who helped put up the tower trailer
and the tri-band beam, and get it
oriented the correct direction!

The old building at Linwood will soon
be totally empty and is scheduled for
demolition soon. If the weather
cooperates, the antennas on both
towers will soon be down and will be
stored and will be reused at the future
EOC in Anderson, hopefully, before
next summer.

The next "donut meeting" will be July
30 at 10 am, and the next regularly
scheduled evening meeting will be
August 3rd, at 7 pm. Come and see
what your club is doing. We also will
be scheduling the annual club
"Tailgate" party, so get your things that
you want to sell ready.

I'll wrap this up, so, come and support
your club. I'm a relative newcomer,
only having my ticket since 2003. In
the years since becoming a ham, I've
learned many things from club
members that have been involved a lot
longer. This club has many members
that have been in the hobby for many
more years and have much knowledge.
If you have a question, ask any
member. If they don't know the
answer, I bet they know someone who
does! And, as always, get on the air
and call CQ! There are any number of
special event stations that are out
there, just waiting to answer.

"73" Mike KC9DJU
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Monday, July 6, 2015

Location: EOC, Anderson, IN

7:00 Mike-KC9DJU called the meeting to order.

Minutes: Motion to accept with no changes by George-AC8GT / Gene-KB9WI - passed.

Treasurer report by Jeff, K9DYR:
Funds available starting $3,008.23
Field day expenses <$ 72.30>
Current balance $2,935.93

Motion to accept Treasurer report by Alan-KC9JWO / George-AC8GT - passed.

Officer Reports:
VP, John KC9PDG: (not present) Net check-ins range from 8-14 each week.
Trustee, Mike-K9MI: No report.
Newsletter Editor, George-AC8GT: For Sale list was posted by mistake.
Tech Committee, Doug-N9DR: Hex Beam is up as of Field Day. Doug-N9DR made contacts on 6, 10, 15,
and 20m. Radials are on the vertical on the roof, but SWR is still high. It may be possible to put one of the
rotors on the Hex where the vertical is now located.
Activities, Dale-KV9W: Madison County 4H Fair, Fox Hunt may be possible on 9/12 in conjunction with
Parks on the Air. Maybe a picnic at the same time. Mike-KC9DJU will check with the park ranger.

New business:

Alan-KC9JWO described a preliminary layout for the new EOC that may be built this year. He suggested

what our space may look like and what antenna access might be available. The building and area around

it will be a secure facility.

Old business:

Terry-N4TZ delivered the certificate for the CQ Worldwide WPX contest which was earned by W9VCF.

Those participating were KV9W, K9MI, KC9DJO, and KD9BJP

Review of the Field Day activities: A contact was made with Hawaii. Food was GREAT. Good radio

activity.

8:25 Adjourned – Moved by George-AC8GT / Alan-KC9JWO

NEXT MEETING: August 3, 2015 at the EOC on Mounds Road, Anderson

Respectfully submitted, Jeff-K9DYR



Howmuch performance do you really need?
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

A reader recently e-mailed me:

“Just a quick question – Are you still in the thinking stage about getting an Elecraft K3? Great rigs, aren’t they?

“What I would like you to think about, though, is how many contacts you log in one year’s time. If you log 100 per
year (check your log) then your cost will be $50 per contact for that year. If you log 500, then your cost will be
$10 per contact. If you keep that rig for three years, and log 500 contacts over that time, then you will have spent
$10 per contact.

“Now, consider what that rig will be worth in three years. Will there be something come along that just blows the
K3 away in terms of performance?”

I replied:

“K3s are great radios. I’ve just purchased a used KX3, though, so I am not planning on getting a K3 in the near
future. I have purchased a 50-W HobbyPCB amp to use with the KX3, so I'm not going full QRP.

“I make a lot of QSOs/year. My average over the last 13 years is more than three per day, and that doesn’t include
contacts made with other callsigns, such as the club station, or on Field Day. I’m sure that my cost/QSO will be
low enough to justify my investment. : )

“In addition, rigs seem to keep their value pretty well. I’d guess that you can sell a three-year-old K3 for at least
80% ofwhat you paid for it. I think that one of the reasons that an Elecraft K3 is worth the investment is that
Elecraft provides such good customer support, and that they are continually improving their radios. For
example, they just came out with a new synthesizer board, with better RF specs, for the K3.

“I don’t see anyone coming out with a radio that blows the K3 away in terms of performance in the near future,
although I might be wrong. FlexRadio has perhaps the best chance of doing that, but you’ll have to buy into the
Flex user interface philosophy to take advantage of that. I think that Elecraft and Flex, plus the three Japanese
manufacturers, will make incremental performance improvements over the coming years, leapfrogging one
another as they bring out new models.

“One thing to think about is how much performance is overkill? Just like you can now buy a computer that has
way more computer power than the average user will ever need, I think that most of these high-end radios offer
way more performance than the average ham will ever need. It’s cool to look at the Sherwood Engineering
receiver tests and see that your rig is in the top ten, but will the average ham actually notice the difference? My
guess is probably not.

“Thanks for sparking my thought process on these issues.”

My guess is that most amateur radio operators don't think about what the rig will be worth in three years when
buying an HF transceiver. Instead, they're looking at what the radios that are currently available cost, and when
there's a big price difference between two models that appeal to them, they're trying to figure out if the higher
price is warranted. In many cases, the lower-priced model wins out. It's not because the more expensive radio
isn't better, but it's not that much better.

It all goes back to how much performance you actually need. Yes, you can probably do more with a $10,000 radio
than you can with a $1,500 radio, but is it really worth the added expense? In other words, are you going to have
more fun with a $10,000 radio than you are with a $1,500 radio?

Let me know what you think. E-mail me at cwgeek@kb6nu.com.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
When he's not agonizing over what radio to buy, Dan operates CW on 30m and blogs about amateur radio at www.kb6nu.com.
He's the author of the “No Nonsense” amateur radio license study guides and the CW Geek's Guide to Having Fun with Morse
Code.





Updated 6/23/2015

Kenwood HF TS-570D 160 to 10 Meters with $600.00
MC 60 desk microphone and a
Pyramid Gold Series model NO. PS-21K power supply

Can sell this power supply separately for $50.00.

Astron RS 12A power supply $45.00

A 2 meter base Comet Antenna for $15.00

Bob Hayworth WD9GWM - wd.9gwm@comcast.net or call 765-524-5864

To list something for sale please send your listing to w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com
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