
Hi, and welcome to the May edition of the
Madison County Amature Radio Club
newsletter. I hope this finds everybody
ready for warmer weather and ready to
play "catchup" on their yard work. On
Saturday, April 11th, we had 14 people
come for breakfast at Eva's. I think that's
almost a new record for the club, at least
from mymemory. We had a couple show
up, interested in the club. Lets keep that
going! This club is very diverse in all of
the knowledge that we have learned
through the years, and its good to be able
to help other new hams learn.

We also had a good crowd at the April
meeting. Thanks to George, AC8GT, and
Alan, KC9JWO, for their presentation on
club building from the forum that they
attended, and thanks to them for
spending a Saturday to go and attend the
forum.

We have several things coming up for the
club to be apart of. Thursday, April 30th,
at 10 am, it the monthly "donut meeting".
Come and have some coffee and donuts
and talk about whats important to you
for the club. On Saturday, May 2nd, is the
Indiana QSO Party. We will be working
out ofthe newEOC building, and ifanyone
wants to go as a "rover", they can go out,
possibly somewhere on a county line. and
become a two county station. We
probably won't have a tower up, so we

can set up the tower trailer with the new
hex beam that Dale, KV9W has been
spearheading on it. Then, May 4th, at 7
pm, is the next regularly scheduled
evening meeting. And, of course, the
Dayton Hamvention is coming up May
15-17. Ifyou haven't been to one ofthem,
its worth going, just to see all of the new
equipment, towers, antennas, and so
forth. Dealers, vendors, and the flea
market is something to see also.

There have been some suggestions for
club presentations, but, we need more.
Also, for the June meeting, we will be
meeting at the Purdue Extension by Exit
222, on the south south west corner of
Anderson, so mark your calendars.

And, as always, come to Eva's for
breakfast every Saturday morning. I
haven't seen anyone leave hungry. The
food is good, and so is the company. thats
every Saturday morning at 9 am

I think I've rambled on enough for now.
Everyone, get on the air and work a new
country, state, or county.

"73" to all.
Mike, KC9DJU
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(see pictures below)

Dale KV9W, Doug N9DR

and the new vertical (4/25)

Pictures from Jeff, K9DYR



What Would You Do?

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU

For the past three or four years, I’ve been threatening to buy a new radio to replace my ICOM IC-746PRO. The

IC-746PRO is a great rig, though, and I’ve had trouble pulling the trigger on a $3k – $5k or more purchase. The

radio that I’ve had my eye on is the Elecraft K3. Without a doubt the K3 is a better rig than the 746PRO, and it's

certainly worth the price that Elecraft is asking. The question I keep asking myself, though, is, “Am I going to have

$5,000 more fun with a K3?”

To put it another way, the question is, assuming that I have a $5,000 budget to spend on amateur radio gear over

the next year or two or three, what’s the best way to spend it? How can I maximize my purchases so that I have

the most fun?

At this point, I think that I’ve decided not to buy that new rig and instead buy equipment that will help me make

my own rigs. Some of the items that I have my eye on include:

* Aoyue 968A+ SMD Digital Hot Air Rework Station (I have actually already purchased this unit.)

* Rigol DS1102E 100MHz, Dual Channel, 1 GSa/s Digital Oscilloscope

* Rigol DSA815-TG Spectrum Analyzer

* A more professional workbench to replace the folding table that I'm currently using.

* Peaberry SDR V2 Kit

* More keys! I’d love to get a fancy Begali or N3ZN paddle, and the other day someone told me about the

          UR5CDX keys, which look like great deals.

Even if I purchased everything on this list, I' ll have spent less than $5,000.

One consequence of going this route is that I'll have less time for operating. I'm betting (hoping?) that the extra

time spent on tinkering will be just as much fun, or even more fun than I’m having now.

It also means that I’ll be going to Dayton with a much different mindset than I have the past couple of years.

Instead of spending my time configuring the perfect K3 in my head, I'll be looking for kits and scouring the flea

market looking for parts.

I may be overthinking this, but like most amateurs, I have a limited budget to spend on amateur radio. That being

the case, making conscious decisions about how to spend that money should help me have more fun with ham

radio, and that's the goal, isn't it?

What do you think? Is this the right way to go, or am I going to regret this decision? If you've made a similar

decision, I'd love to hear from you.

==============================================================





Updated 4/26/2015

Kenwood HF TS-570D 160 to 10 Meters with $600.00
MC 60 desk microphone and a
Pyramid Gold Series model NO. PS-21K power supply

Can sell this power supply separately for $50.00.

Astron RS 12A power supply $45.00

A 2 meter base Comet Antenna for $15.00

Bob Hayworth wd.9gwm@comcast.net or call 765-524-5864

To list something for sale please send your listing to w9vcf.mcarc@gmail.com

ICOM IC-7000 HF Transceiver with remote cable $950.00
and RT Software

LDG AT-7000 Automatic Antenna Tuner $100.00

MFJ-991B Auto antenna tuner $150.00

Dave Hood WA9IVB - dc .ho .od@sbcglobal.n .et



(765) 400-0426 -- 765-4000-HAM

Officer Contact Information

And, of course.. .

W9VCF - 145.390 - PL 1 51 .4



Thanks again!

I would once again like to thank Dan
Romanchik, KB6NU for his article.

I found Dan's web site when I was looking for
something special for the April issue and was
pleasantly surprised to find that he provides
monthly articles for ham newsletters.

This month's article provides something to
think about with Dayton coming up.

Don't forget to check out Dan's website at
www.KB6NU.com

New Phone Number

The club now has a new phone number

(765) 400-0426 -- 765-4000-HAM

It's a Google Voice number - it provides voice
mail so we won't miss calls (and we can read
the messages on-line) and it will forward to
multiple "real" phone numbers .

Hopefully this will make it easier for new
members to get in contact with us.

Business Cards

Some business cards were made up for the
EOC Open House so that visitors could have
a handy way to get in touch if they wanted to
learn more. Here's what a revised version
looks like...

They should be a convinent way to point folks
in the right direction if they have questions
about amateur radio (and about us) .

There will be some cards available at the May
meeting and hopefully everyone will be able
to take some and give them out to anyone that
might be interested in learningmore about us.

73, George - AC8GT




